
Mike’s Dahlia Care Cliff Notes… works for me… hope it works for you! 
• Updated 05.03.26, questions: call (630) 632-1701 email mikecsds@gmail.com

Other information sources: 
• American Dahlia Society; https://www.dahlia.org/
• Central States Dahlia Society; local to the Chicago Suburbs: 

https://www.centralstatesdahliasociety.com/
• All products listed below, for the most part are readily available at Ace, Lowes, etc. I tried to 

make hyper links to the retailers… but they fail when converting to pdf, so the links are for the 
most part Amazon. 

Stronger Roots in Pots; link to Dahlia Doctor article: 
https://www.dahliadoctor.com/blogs/second-blog/potting-pinching-dahlias

Planting the Dahlias:
Plant in full sun or at least 6-8 hours of full sun. Plant the last full weekend in May if ground is warm. You 
can plant as late as mid-July… blooms appear in a about 4-6 weeks and will continue until killer frost.

• Spacing: Before planting (or shortly thereafter) install posts to support the plants later in 
season. Space post 30” to 36” apart, I use 8’ long ½” diameter rebar. Using a post driver, drive 
the posts into ground so top of the posts are about 6’-0” above the ground.  Another option is 
metal “T” fence posts (Home Depot or Lowes have those for about $8 each).

• Hole Size: Dig hole for the Dahlia: 
▪ If your Dahlia is on a Tuber, dig hole deep enough so top of tuber is 4” to 6” below the top 

of the soil. 
▪ If your Dahlia is a cutting, dig hole deep enough to cover bottom two pair of leaves; strip 

the leaves before filling hole… roots will develop from the axils - the joint where the leaves 
meet the main stem 

• Prep Soil in Hole: In bottom of hole add 1 tablespoon Osmacote plant food and ½ cup Epsoma 
Organic Plant Tone Flower Fertilizer, one tablespoon Mycorrhizae and stir with dirt in hole

• Dip Plant in Water: Before removing Dahlia from pot, dip it into a bucket of water mixed with 
half strength Miracle Gro or other diluted fertilizer and soak a second or two. 

• Tease Roots: Remove Dahlia from pot, tease the roots to loosen them from the soil. 
• Rotate the Plan: Plant Dahlia in moist soil, but be sure to rotate the plant so that the leaves are 

at an angle to the post, see photo in following pages.   
• Fertilize once in ground: After planting spread 1 tablespoon of Osmacote  around the base of 

the plant and work into the soil, water about 5 seconds.  

Maintenance: Slugs, Disease and Insect control: 
• Slug Control on a regular schedule, starting about two weeks after planting. I use Ortho Bug-

Geta; they are pellets, apply around the base in the evening, do not water. Once plants grow tall 
enough remove bottom leaves that touch ground… easy access for slugs (also good for air 
circulation around base of plants). 

• Disease and other Insects, starting about three weeks after planting (to alternate with Slug 
control). I use Bio-Advanced 3-in-1 Insect, Disease and Mite Control. There are many other 
options too, the main thing is to stop insects and disease before it starts. Especially Powdery 
Mildew, a white coating on leaves… don’t wait for it to happen. I supplement the Bio-Advance 
with Bonide Copper Fungicide. You can purchase either premixed spray bottles or concentrate 
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/aw/d/B0DH2DMZK6/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_plhdr=t&aaxitk=376297fae20ec980659c8dfe8954b684&hsa_cr_id=0&qid=1777832598&sr=1-1-9e67e56a-6f64-441f-a281-df67fc737124&ref_=sbx_s_sparkle_sbtcd_asin_0_title&pd_rd_w=1axGI&content-id=amzn1.sym.2fb72bc8-96ef-420d-b08f-c04b69f36507%3Aamzn1.sym.2fb72bc8-96ef-420d-b08f-c04b69f36507&pf_rd_p=2fb72bc8-96ef-420d-b08f-c04b69f36507&pf_rd_r=0M4KN1RNR5HJBFYEV1CN&pd_rd_wg=SeRG7&pd_rd_r=1b10f0af-bb94-4b35-beb3-87ef6682e18a&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/FOREHOGAR-Fences-Stakes-Fencing-Outdoor/dp/B0DT9DCVN6/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.YKyHFO5t62I1ihkpregPB4P9oh48_hYYIiIbU5To1SGT7tiua9CZANwlJKEmiWcjzyXHfZvo0UVxRTrhruNrRrcB6VETSTMnpYPvGtz7pN8pcQUKTS-BGQrv_smqLHMfNOrTvKFDmlaTC5yG9X5Jk_uHU1QBXtmkOqYoPu3QjaihhFbv21Sb5fLltXFpGipFmmV7xBoNxBbDjsdrGVQs-UlBEJMCCbh-w5ikc9ACqZIjPrOFtFu7HaPGj5kcu9mdfJMFGYH6RRRWdIzXXQjQGJGjgUOWIg2FCUDjJGwAv0A.-rvJ9ba_QRp-h6tJXyOYRYbWy5MeJovF6IQrL-qGdkM&dib_tag=se&keywords=6%27%2Bfence%2Bposts&qid=1777832824&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Osmocote-Vegetable-Smart-Release-8-Pound-Fertilizer/dp/B00GTDGJ5C/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QYD2CTH99MX0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MJ2yQpXlYwT64L3K11QPEZ-lMYcFZF-DtwfNnhpWI-vgHrIJbrBv8v6dsMEzw7vqGvj3ZeWdfR3a34UpWXZ8qfUYCmR7K9tlhomMPlsJc-a6UhW4zakekleFV-kU0TEFKzr5Aqp_fFsOKZVWCFEzCvXshPbik7OMW3IY06eAcPFQmupgd-5VlsZk252PLJL33Pz2iwansM72ZSEgUgiE2d1a0GGA3C9BaPrB8rgHCOC4WkSm9XI2OIhaJiwGyniFNoFKcigt6usoHwLW26885ENSGG0lnoxbh4Fb81SBaOI.c4Ccllg3qVqT6Ml0cS1uqXPrB8wz-B-KKT_CExVivYo&dib_tag=se&keywords=osmocote&qid=1777833142&sprefix=osmocote%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Espoma-PT4-4-Pound-Plant-Tone-Organic/dp/B001R4OJRS/ref=sr_1_2?crid=7TV3G7KPKGPK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ii1KNJY21EZIjjecnxdu-2m7HbBjOZu-HxK364rvmMfjqE2_npTMeHJQrlpFiiNDhBTsVko-ldwyQChlKBdBEaFJ-_fACO3RuA3ED5fPyfWzHJ9H2s7CMTS8GDiLFm86PuTH9XqpiJ4q7U31Z2zBzFFybUvH3V_BuPCj_8CWZOTHDpN3tHe3DAIVJMQcp_Lea95xpsZD8pPN6NvFBDXBlsrHBmH_aYDzrXHJm1GltA4dmrSRlPx8neNLB3-YdkAE0jnScfIIO6PmyAVb0tSLfwuFuwBflmQ2tTxNSVj1ZsY.O4f22vnLxBGtfdj8sdXW50f4MrI9BhppPxuCm8E3Eoo&dib_tag=se&keywords=espoma+organic+plant+tone&qid=1777833208&sprefix=epsoma+organic+plant+tone%2Caps%2C195&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Espoma-PT4-4-Pound-Plant-Tone-Organic/dp/B001R4OJRS/ref=sr_1_2?crid=7TV3G7KPKGPK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ii1KNJY21EZIjjecnxdu-2m7HbBjOZu-HxK364rvmMfjqE2_npTMeHJQrlpFiiNDhBTsVko-ldwyQChlKBdBEaFJ-_fACO3RuA3ED5fPyfWzHJ9H2s7CMTS8GDiLFm86PuTH9XqpiJ4q7U31Z2zBzFFybUvH3V_BuPCj_8CWZOTHDpN3tHe3DAIVJMQcp_Lea95xpsZD8pPN6NvFBDXBlsrHBmH_aYDzrXHJm1GltA4dmrSRlPx8neNLB3-YdkAE0jnScfIIO6PmyAVb0tSLfwuFuwBflmQ2tTxNSVj1ZsY.O4f22vnLxBGtfdj8sdXW50f4MrI9BhppPxuCm8E3Eoo&dib_tag=se&keywords=espoma+organic+plant+tone&qid=1777833208&sprefix=epsoma+organic+plant+tone%2Caps%2C195&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/GreenGro-MG-2020-Granular-Plus/dp/B007F86Y50/ref=sr_1_7?crid=N4JRHTWWJ32A&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wfBhb_DsZTA9jZlbYiB-H2yZMvcOJ-zmaVFcMLukYm37fhq_uVSdl2BF54qeqkoMqpBt36f7uwJ3BJfsfN7McCxxF6MD1cMTEns655Ica16JU98c4h8VZ8osoAyCs7ELOYqyALux-rKIb4PmbspJ2B7SgW4zY_sZjFHIdflacaaaMRd0jR_-RVEd5kUYjb4ohi1NCWUgyMUcUDr7WfLl0BAjXPy2mDk22z8gudC141zwdd8KVlIggUf2XHA9dUP0WftGbOGaOB99eodI6AfzngBz0k1gOo-eOSSJfsCwwqU.3m3DMjgV5_fzgDU4NtJsrLwEO1sWFgJYNQPJxnq6cfg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Mycorrhizae&qid=1777828558&sprefix=mycorrhizae%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Gro-2001123-EMW0071817-1-5-Brown/dp/B000HACFUQ/ref=sr_1_8?crid=32E3XHN0GITVB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xVNZHPlHlHeE1tLHljRbrAeQL-7lMfzxqFidAiw95QM3e4HUkSzgntAC36QYxHBkntU7lfi6cKfrg0OnI5grNNwyQ4X0OagTUcvH46powOkKXzV-zjKSO4yko13Ejk8jeYxoKg2xQ64I-wEyay2TDHxvos7n1fxM5P1Z82gZ1mmsy0v4JmfJQnyswhXnGlsLfKksJZJFLt_xBjJNRtAy9df3FnmnlpcyOGn7ryPGPv_2cOV9eSLVEpSF-6x6cNlYws6aNj0raNpOjAcXEqP28AiYkUbKiNYn70Dd5xDV9yw.-1Dco8scnE2Igsk-T7E6uVag8QPSUyHInvpjzegdIZk&dib_tag=se&keywords=mircle%2Bgro&qid=1777833236&sprefix=mircle%2Bgro%2B%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Osmocote-Vegetable-Smart-Release-8-Pound-Fertilizer/dp/B00GTDGJ5C/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QYD2CTH99MX0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MJ2yQpXlYwT64L3K11QPEZ-lMYcFZF-DtwfNnhpWI-vgHrIJbrBv8v6dsMEzw7vqGvj3ZeWdfR3a34UpWXZ8qfUYCmR7K9tlhomMPlsJc-a6UhW4zakekleFV-kU0TEFKzr5Aqp_fFsOKZVWCFEzCvXshPbik7OMW3IY06eAcPFQmupgd-5VlsZk252PLJL33Pz2iwansM72ZSEgUgiE2d1a0GGA3C9BaPrB8rgHCOC4WkSm9XI2OIhaJiwGyniFNoFKcigt6usoHwLW26885ENSGG0lnoxbh4Fb81SBaOI.c4Ccllg3qVqT6Ml0cS1uqXPrB8wz-B-KKT_CExVivYo&dib_tag=se&keywords=osmocote&qid=1777833142&sprefix=osmocote%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ortho-Bug-Geta-Snail-Killer-6-Pound/dp/B00N6X8OWE/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IF6XLJNG2QYV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.legvZ8HekMO0d2nyMLW0zE9abwPc4jzIriQuwKCzMoiJPdX9UnlIWSK_8HtfXajnLj7-rIEPFXAIWGcLSYE-ao2MviN6ZuwTqmGYgGo5D-4.4kRCs9ORiNWqKrFwvDK885uf6jScyCJM80LsQjBBs8I&dib_tag=se&keywords=ortho%2Bbug%2Bgeta&qid=1777833272&sprefix=ortho%2Bbug%2Bgeta%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ortho-Bug-Geta-Snail-Killer-6-Pound/dp/B00N6X8OWE/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IF6XLJNG2QYV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.legvZ8HekMO0d2nyMLW0zE9abwPc4jzIriQuwKCzMoiJPdX9UnlIWSK_8HtfXajnLj7-rIEPFXAIWGcLSYE-ao2MviN6ZuwTqmGYgGo5D-4.4kRCs9ORiNWqKrFwvDK885uf6jScyCJM80LsQjBBs8I&dib_tag=se&keywords=ortho%2Bbug%2Bgeta&qid=1777833272&sprefix=ortho%2Bbug%2Bgeta%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/BioAdvanced-Insect-Disease-Control-Ready/dp/B0CNPSSVHV/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2VJ648VKQNQDD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nF_Y9JG9FmHE8Abb0YObrC8EZF_KFpQKkeSGzX4UW8DwD5xZuVaXsbWAmPObdRivX7G2JbkbMk0iOWWErQL8r_EuCTg5UNSHG_wGZ8qs5_ISkZQR78Eo9zsbvb1DIQ52zRQyoIFdvJMrtxTIZ6ZvB4SqfTFM7njFAsKtRPmpp-AuW4M9AeuQ0LDQmI3Afo3vowNVT79gXit_7N-G6utbn299YrLAaT2FPDZaFP_qI369a4u58_b_L4RyJGzZHC7KBk58tMxJnDPfExEUIzAa9QqSSK8ck0J_nvzAvHJYhXo.xj57W89mm1QR_Ef3VFp_tZm1Lv6Fq91-qPQ5Ugc6dvI&dib_tag=se&keywords=bio%2Badvanced%2B3%2Bin%2B1&qid=1777833296&sprefix=bio%2Badv%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Bonide-Copper-Fungicide-Rtu-Natural/dp/B000UJVDXY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=13ZW06Y2WQI0E&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xV_tRKdv7iP3riZQTfYpIQx42zs83F25nAWZJBhlYGqpewSI43avoZEZtlwtXZEfBeLJ_PY2EyEhOH0HSjlif9fVaDPNW6QoPTN7FCApfWgMS_Ee1UU3FO4djK_aTwD9ycFyRbSN0NwnmSzGhEfF1iTR1qWUrTgptV6aotcZee5XIKIBXk3H0znz1vL8kZnammuM8O2zY03Rw56vai5T83lhC31pJw_8QSHZBVaK3rTFv8Goa4zrJ3fssh2LZbKmY3hAHQ2ag2QRXgmchXCNFYnYyZApdbPxrLEede9-Q0s.q8zsMmkLMeC_xWGys5XnKDSyEAMZKOBp6VImdm0kBbA&dib_tag=se&keywords=bonide%2Bcopper%2Bfungicide&qid=1777833322&sprefix=bonide%2Bcop%2Caps%2C158&sr=8-1&th=1


bottles for use with a hose or your garden sprayer (this link is to the sprayer I recently 
purchased… well, similar… mine is 8 gallon with 10’ FLEXIBLE hose, the link is 9 gallon, 15’ hose… 
and I emphasize FLEXIBLE hose! Big tires too, very steady on bumpy ground).

• Fertilize: Apply fertilizer every two weeks in the a.m. I use Vigor or FoxFarm as they both 
fertilize and provide nutrition to the soil. For weakening, late-season dahlias (late 
August/September), use a zero-nitrogen (0-10-10) or low-nitrogen fertilizer (such as 5-10-10 or 
superphosphate) to boost tuber strength and bloom longevity without pushing weak, leafy 
growth. Avoid nitrogen entirely in late autumn to prevent rot in storage

• Potash: Potash (potassium) is essential for dahlias to promote strong stem growth, vibrant 
blooms, and healthy tuber development. High-potash fertilizers, such as tomato feed, or 
supplements like sulphate of potash should be applied when plants are growing (approx. 12 
inches high) and every 4-5 weeks during blooming. Avoid high-nitrogen, which produces foliage 
rather than flowers

• Tying Plants as they grow: As the plants get taller, tether them to the posts with Jute twine. The 
blooms become top heavy and need support on windy and rainy days!

• Watering:  5 seconds per plant at beginning of the season, then 10 seconds per plant when get 
larger… that’s it! Maybe a bit more in hotter climates; but Dahlias do not like “wet feet”. 
Drooping On Hot Days: They do not need water. Dahlias droop in the heat (usually over 85-
90°F) because they lose water through their leaves faster than roots can pull it from the soil, 
causing a temporary, natural reduction in hydraulic pressure within their hollow stems. This is a 
survival mechanism to conserve water, commonly called "midday wilt." They often perk up 
automatically by evening. If they do not perk up, then adding some water may be in order. 

• Insecticide Cocktail: For tough insects such as mites, etc. they can be mitigated using 
professional grade components, no more than once every two months (links below are to 
various websites; can also visit Sun Spot Supply website for all the following products, $450.55 + 
tax, free shipping):
o Talstar P: Professional Insecticide.
▪ 2 tablespoons per gallon, $40/pint at Walmart (did not find it on Amazon), shelf life: 3-5 

years once opened, store in cool, dry place.  
o Clearys 3336f: Broad-spectrum, systemic fungicide. 
▪ 1.5 teaspoons per gallon, $44/pint at DIY Pest Control (Amazon $78 per quart). 3-year 

shelf life from the date of purchase when stored in a cool, dry place away from extreme 
temperatures. For maximum effectiveness, the product should be used within a 
reasonable timeframe, and once mixed with water, it should be applied within 24 hours

o Avid 0.15 EC: Miticide and insecticide.
▪ 0.5 teaspoon per gallon, $98/pint at Walmart (Amazon $79), while no formal expiration 

date is often listed, the product remains stable for 3-5 years under ideal conditions.
o Forbid: Miticide and insecticide.
▪  0.25 teaspoon per gallon, $263/pint at Forestry Distributing ($343 at Walmart, $295 

Amazon).  shelf life of 2 to 3 years from the date of purchase or manufacture when stored 
in a cool, dry location away from extreme temperatures. Proper storage is crucial; some 
sources indicate up to 5 years from manufacture if stored under ideal conditions

o Spreader Sticker Surfactant: This is a biodegradable; non-ionic surfactant concentrate that 
enhances the effectiveness of lawn and garden sprays increasing adhesion to foliage.
▪ 1 tablespoon per gallon, $10/pint at Southern States (Amazon Substitute $14/quart), 

typical shelf life of 3 to 4 years when stored properly. 

https://www.northerntool.com/products/master-mfg-master-gardener-spray-9-gal-tank-size-9-gal-flow-1-gpm-pressure-40-psi-model-pcd-e3-009b-mm-27080?cm_mmc=Google-pla&utm_source=Google_PLA&utm_medium=Lawn%20%2B%20Garden%20%3E%20Sprayers%20%3E%20Cart%20Sprayers&utm_campaign=Master%20Mfg&utm_content=27080&ogmap=SHP%7CPLA%7CGOOG%7CSTND%7Cc%7CSITEWIDE%7COOT%7CSprayers%7C%7badgroup%7d%7C%7C169275356%7C8737046156&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=169275356&gbraid=0AAAAADpPfbNRZ8Bx4DFinNdofmaFDnvkq&gclid=CjwKCAjw5NvPBhAoEiwA_2egfiwEYvq_3mTAPYXbEzLw4gu2Jyp0GVYeCGBOti35j8h_ZTEiDCwtgRoCLHkQAvD_BwE
https://www.vigorfertilizer.com/about
https://foxfarm.com/product/dirty-dozen-starter-pack/
https://www.amazon.com/Potassium-Fertilizer-Supplement-Vegetables-Application/dp/B0063ZDIKA/ref=sr_1_7?crid=2073SXZU7D68Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cpKxc2mq5mhBjJrli8NFRt1l5cnbE_Zc_oFu4rCoaOAEFTfikOBcSi-LlLUX4r9QAtdxmJAQDGvXrTwmgX97RhLFP5GQQ2NcqoX-0WKc2Do3NaKWv54QbesAzTudRRTEMlQEW49Gp1-V8KAqeOiOU5IrGCAl2-bIs5qzQIvALkFU06bJwm_FFI_nSsuxMVJsMtGsXLcKOvCZzFfH-_83NNuQXysnHiKD_7ix2LwV5oV3x_cCA0ufaHhySzNJ6COEyEfTBfzfu5Qc8yFkVRhu40JstEidH-YT3LdJoCbYCyg.OLqRr0-Y9rsdncJPFxcS_ZsTt6VOek5UHXYhTQsEmt4&dib_tag=se&keywords=potash+fertilizer&qid=1777833386&sprefix=potash+fertilizer+%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074K3FXRH?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_1&th=1
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Talstar-P-Professional-Insecticide-Termiticide-Kills-Over-75-Pest-Insects-and-Termites-16-fl-oz-Bottle-by-FMC/248888395?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=9396
https://diypestcontrol.com/cleary-3336-f-fungicide?ran=oBX&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20316781125&gbraid=0AAAAAD_uw5ekLsAwm11h8oeOHE6rPLoWJ
https://www.amazon.com/Clearys-Cleary-3336F-Fungicide-qt/dp/B004RVNT3I/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ONYQ1O2AVQOP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QAhDC-dNyeHgjl_22M5oHpsooUeYstOVxmvA5_9OzFaHb7c_lOQ5xD5moWh1HSXiKgkjW9a6UrEmCH_T7-ygLlWyidKilDueH7wmyrmjTVQnPi1dHkMXbH2NahtwyMYCv92Y_-bvT25HVlhlNAaQj5gRwdBv-eIshtoZa19dcROmoQ6eouMR3PQXlW1NqyHLdlvnpoVkwMREOHpQvDd6EKrUAwotVs-WzFb8W8950aAqPmG5GirBYW1x8l7reO9LIcoOpCjxjk4i1GAvlvkNex2zpMr_E-1sY8A7FE3EKUg.COuKynjP9bQdXYKZ33PwlfwHcsQumjP05zcst_gAYP4&dib_tag=se&keywords=clearys+3336+fungicide+pint&qid=1776623011&sprefix=clearys+3336+fungicide+pint%2Caps%2C114&sr=8-1
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Avid-0-15-EC-Insecticide-Proven-Mite-Leafminer-Control-8-fl-oz-Bottle-by-Syngenta/854524378?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=5972&selectedOfferId=CBF79961FD3545E4BE9C5BCACBD6EFD5&conditionGroupCode=1&sourceid=dsn_gdn_0c92c416-dbd6-42ec-845c-ecf69af2153d&veh=dsn&wmlspartner=dsn_gdn_0c92c416-dbd6-42ec-845c-ecf69af2153d&cn=0042_fy27_mp_mpa_lo_int_dis_pmax-p13n&wl9=pla&wl11=online&gad_source=4&gad_campaignid=23148469844&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIqlyUHSgHdMgvVbvyxTb26MV
https://www.amazon.com/Avid-0-15EC-Spider-Mite-Control/dp/B004CZ866E/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1UQQZTJR35OSD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.d1vT6_KkIeN1THEtbA5JIT7xt1hlLi-o4O55sDtzxvjGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.mVzX-TdN-vQlx0zbJUoVp7lS146btTVGkM55-WCivQc&dib_tag=se&keywords=avid+0.15ec&qid=1776622893&sprefix=avid+0.15ec%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-1
https://www.forestrydistributing.com/forbid-4f-spiromesifen-miticide-ovicide-insecticide-bayer?srsltid=AfmBOorj1XsD6Col9yjnOLPZ5vaeHJgGlM24pgS1-L8hde9jAP-wyrFR
https://www.amazon.com/ForbidTM-4F-Miticide-Bottle/dp/B005BYRVKW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=W6918FYV8M3T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OmHykbD7JiJF3QkjyYudYDfMmyoMfzy8z4zKSaNARPsLPhXtJzB36aK7n8Aro0M7OOaw6ZFO2y99wirdiFzh7q-1YGWr1ffERgBB2JafZxml84qo4bdcCDUAO6xpLdIPu_QSP7cylgzJGND88OSpAgx7nAcZaiOPBpwjq3kbp44J1F3Cv7IO3DUAy_ai0wIAoz8R8DGe4gp-O7iQgKe-DJMrN1Ed5h0iIRmsbWbl90BzvwiuWB3GEG5LcxG0HVXalqACOzhhdUdUj9H7KkGOlnKKsD0z6SRrnU4NLos7lP4.Vrob8a-Nmz1aKy2vxGyuCMWrWcqFTJ5TY_lhiN704js&dib_tag=se&keywords=forbid+insecticide&qid=1776622739&sprefix=forbid+in%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/ForbidTM-4F-Miticide-Bottle/dp/B005BYRVKW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=W6918FYV8M3T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OmHykbD7JiJF3QkjyYudYDfMmyoMfzy8z4zKSaNARPsLPhXtJzB36aK7n8Aro0M7OOaw6ZFO2y99wirdiFzh7q-1YGWr1ffERgBB2JafZxml84qo4bdcCDUAO6xpLdIPu_QSP7cylgzJGND88OSpAgx7nAcZaiOPBpwjq3kbp44J1F3Cv7IO3DUAy_ai0wIAoz8R8DGe4gp-O7iQgKe-DJMrN1Ed5h0iIRmsbWbl90BzvwiuWB3GEG5LcxG0HVXalqACOzhhdUdUj9H7KkGOlnKKsD0z6SRrnU4NLos7lP4.Vrob8a-Nmz1aKy2vxGyuCMWrWcqFTJ5TY_lhiN704js&dib_tag=se&keywords=forbid+insecticide&qid=1776622739&sprefix=forbid+in%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Voluntary-Purchasing-Group-31062-Spreader/dp/B0041549VQ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=6TO8TQ20E7A2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BHq4Q4DEq_7XfmA5oViJN0Z-2SiqtHJli4TMKM62H7Ve0ldezS4lmGgEkFZf7VRJfygV5Cu62m6gcQA1uKARSXoCxS1dBBXG_Uk1V5p7pq_NAGs-VSrjxOpKjwiYK80wAdEzA1uGReW7WpmJtz8aQA.rO5ZXh4Jsn-31HgSQpmvmGDGlSDBMqs2rcLCxGNGtnM&dib_tag=se&keywords=bonide%2Bturbo%2Bspreader%2Bsticker&qid=1776622798&sprefix=turbo%2Bspread%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-1&th=1


Pinching/Stripping/How many laterals to allow when starting in spring and then top (see yellow pages 
with pinching and # of laterals to keep): 

• Pinching plants: Pinching stops vertical growth and encourages the lateral growth. Laterals grow 
from the axils - the joint where the leaves meet the main stem

• Pinch Timing: Timing is based on your preference: If you just want blooms sooner than later or if 
you are timing for Shows… we encourage show participation…

• Plant ready to Pinch: A plant is ready to print when it has the number of leaf pairs below, or  
based on Show timing: 

o AA: keep 3 to 4 pairs of leaves and then keep 3-4 laterals during growing season (one 
per pair, alternating side of stem).

o A: keep 4 to 6 pairs of leaves and then keep 4-6 laterals… 
o B: keep 6 to 7 pairs of leaves and then keep 6-7 laterals
o BB: keep 7-9 pairs of leaves and then keep 7-9 laterals
o Balls, Minis and Singles:  Keep 7-9…. Or as many as you want pairs of leaves and allow 

all laterals to grow. 
• Strip: Once the plant becomes more established, you will need to strip excess foliage. Any 

foliage within 18” of the ground should be removed, then remove foliage above as necessary to 
allow decent air flow within the plants. Good air flow helps prevent powdery mildew.

• Link to American Dahlia Society Grooming: https://dahlia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/Grooming.pdf

Early/Mid-Season Bed Prep; Many methods: 
This point for discussion: If needed, treat the beds with some sort of mulch. In the past I have 
Spread 2-3 inches Spent Mushroom Manure (per Frank Campise, not the fake stuff from Home 
Depot) mid to late June (or 3-4 weeks after planting or when ground is dry enough… 2015 late 
July!). Source for the “real thing” but not sure if they are still selling this product. 

Prestige Landscaping, 28W761 Army Trail Rd, West Chicago IL 60185
P: 630-289-4868 (Note for me: Ordered 2 yards in 2013)

Disbudding (see yellow page with disbudding sketch): 
• Buds will start to grow on the ends of the laterals; there will be three, two of which will be 

removed. Keep the center bud and remove the two side buds by simply pinching them off when 
they are large enough to easily “snap off”. This allows more energy to go to the bud which will 
bloom. 

• Then remove both laterals on the next pair of leaves below the bud.
• Remove one lateral on the second pair of leaves below the bud, leaving the other which will 

grow to become the next bloom.  
• Leave both laterals on all the pairs of leaves below the second pair. 
• Disbud on a regular basis and keep tethering the plant to the stake as it grows taller. 

Killer Frost:
• Frost KILLS Dahlias; they are filled with water so when they predict the “Killer Frost” for the 

season go and cut all the flowers and bring them inside for the last blooms of the season. 
• Chicago NW Suburb’s average Killer Frost is October 26th. 
• 2012 was 11.09.12, 2013 was 10.21.13, 2014 was 11.01.14… I haven’t documented them since… 

See my other presentation for Tuber Digging/Dividing/Storing directions. Thanks for your time! 

https://dahlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Grooming.pdf
https://dahlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Grooming.pdf
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Dahlia ready to be planted into ground
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I dig a hole the size of the pot, plant tuber plants so that the tuber is 4" - 6" below the surface (squirrels will dig up tubers if they are too shallow). Cuttings, about 2" deep.  Sprinkle in Plant Tone, Osmocote and Mycorrhizae. 
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Text Box
Dip the plant (still in th pot) into a bucket of water with fertilizer mix, I use Miracle Gro... since it is the "easy way" to go. 
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Then let the plant drain the excess water for a minute of two. 
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Text Box
Plant the Dahlia in the ground close to the post, rotate the Dahlia so the leave are at an angle to the post. 
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Plant the Dahlia in the ground close to the post, rotate the Dahlia so the leave are at an angle to the post. 
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06.11.14, one week after planting. Far bed is all Dahlias, near bed they are at the bottom of the posts. 

 
07.01.14 



 

 
08.21.14: Plenty of blooms, start cutting the nice ones to bring inside or give away! 

 
09.26.14 



 
10.29.14: Cut the blooms… frost is coming! See next page… 

 

 
10.29.14… last “Harvest” 



 
11.02.14… frost last night… they just die!! 

 
Honor table at 2018 CSDS Show, Chicago Botanic Garden… I have a few up there! 
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Tubers just dug up
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Callout
Orient plant at an "angle" to the post so that leaves do not grow toward the post. 
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Pinching and Plant Orientation to Post
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Callout
Tie off plant to post, need stability for heavy blooms, especially after rains
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Lateral Management, (Show before/after Lateral Management Movie)
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center bud: keep

side bud: remove
by snapping off,
simply roll the side
bud sideways and
down, do not snap
off the leaves.
Note: sometimes
there is only one
side bud, if so,
remove it

side bud: remove

next pair of leaves down,
remove both laterals, see
next page.

Before Disbudding After Disbudding

side buds removed

Prepared by Mike Hartel 
Central States Dahlia Society 
08.12.20 
www.centralstatesdahliasociety.com



Before removing 
Lateral on next pair of 

leaves below bud

After removing Lateral 
on next pair of leaves 

below bud

laterals: remove by snapping off,
simply roll the side bud sideways and
down, do not snap off the leaves.

laterals removed



first pair of leaves
at bud.

second pair of
leaves: remove
both laterals.

third pair of leaves
remove one lateral;
keep the larger of
the two laterals.







August 23, 2026 August 27, 2026 September 5, 2026 September 12, 2026 September 19, 2026 October 4, 2025

Elkhart West Michigan Southtown Southeast Michigan Central States place holder

Days ADS National

AA 66 June 18, 2026 June 22, 2026 July 1, 2026 July 8, 2026 July 15, 2026 July 30, 2025

A 60 June 24, 2026 June 28, 2026 July 7, 2026 July 14, 2026 July 21, 2026 August 5, 2025

B 48 July 6, 2026 July 10, 2026 July 19, 2026 July 26, 2026 August 2, 2026 August 17, 2025

BB 42 July 12, 2026 July 16, 2026 July 25, 2026 August 1, 2026 August 8, 2026 August 23, 2025

Min 38 July 16, 2026 July 20, 2026 July 29, 2026 August 5, 2026 August 12, 2026 August 27, 2025

August 23, 2026 August 27, 2026 September 5, 2026 September 12, 2026 September 19, 2026 October 4, 2025

Elkhart West Michigan Southtown Southeast Michigan Central States place holder

Days

AA 28 July 26, 2026 July 30, 2026 August 8, 2026 August 15, 2026 August 22, 2026 September 6, 2025

A 28 July 26, 2026 July 30, 2026 August 8, 2026 August 15, 2026 August 22, 2026 September 6, 2025

B 24 July 30, 2026 August 3, 2026 August 12, 2026 August 19, 2026 August 26, 2026 September 10, 2025

BB 20 August 3, 2026 August 7, 2026 August 16, 2026 August 23, 2026 August 30, 2026 September 14, 2025

Min 18 August 5, 2026 August 9, 2026 August 18, 2026 August 25, 2026 September 1, 2026 September 16, 2025

Cut Back or Pinch Out On Dates Shown to Have Blooms Ready for Listed Shows

Bloom Size

Timing of Show Blooms

Bloom Size

Cut Back

Pea Size 

Bud




